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Village Community Grant Scheme

first year report 2008/09

The Village Community Grant Scheme was
launched in April 2008. It offers funding to rural
businesses to help them both increase the use of
village shops and create new community-led village
stores, particularly in communities where post
offices have closed.

Hampshire County Council has contributed
£100,000 in year 1 to the total fund using money
from the government’s Local Authority Business
Growth Incentive Scheme (LABGI). The South East
England Development Agency (SEEDA), has
allocated £300,000 over the three year period,
bringing the fund total to an anticipated £400,000,
subject to annual confirmation from SEEDA.

Grants approved in year 1, 2008/09
12 grants totalling £171,878

¢ Pilley Stores received a grant of £3,000 for a
new shop and post office counter.

¢ West Meon Community Shop received a grant
of £20,000 for an internet café and information
point .

¢ Headley with Ashford Hill received a grant of
£15,000 for a community association to take-over
and refit their shop & post office.

¢ Minstead Village Shop received a grant of
£8,462 for a new chiller, coffee machine and
freezer.

o Passfield Stores (Liphook) received a grant of
£12,000 for a new deli counter and other
equipment.

¢ Woodgreen received a grant of £20,000 towards
a new building.

¢ Sherfield English received a grant of £9,898 for
a new chiller and other equipment.

¢ Grayshott Post Office received a grant of
£13,054 towards the construction of an internet
café.

e South Warnborough received a grant of
£17,730 towards the purchase of a van for
deliveries to business parks and isolated customers.

e Sparsholt Village Shop received a grant of
£20,000 for a community association to purchase
the village shop.

¢ Froxfield Stores received a grant of £12,734
to upgrade their shop and acquire new equipment.

o East Tisted Village Shop received a grant of
£20,000 to refurbish shop and install new fittings.
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Of the 12 village shops that have been grant aided
in 2008/09, Passfield, Froxfield and Minstead have
all lost their post offices, West Meon has had its
post office’s opening hours reduced to eight hours a
week and Pilley, Woodgreen, Headley, Sherfield
English, South Warnborough, Sparsholt and
Grayshott still have fully operational post offices.

All grant recipients have signed a legal agreement
to safeguard the grant funding in the event of shop
closure or sale within a three year period.

The total figure for grants awarded in year one was
£171,878 which was more than matched by private
and public sector investment of £236,754.

Grants applied for in year 2, 2009/10

e St Mary Bourne, after losing its post office wants
to upgrade its shop and install new equipment,
including: new chillers, a coffee machine, and a café
area.

e Leckford, after losing its post office has submitted
a revised application to convert an internal room to a
tea room for tourists and locals. This application is
currently pending.

e Martin would like Future Farms Ltd, a social
enterprise, to set up a shop in the village hall.

e Goodworth Clatford would like new shop
equipment which includes: a new awning; fruit and
vegetable display racks; new chillers, and freezer
cabinets.

e Chilbolton stores would like its shop refitted with
new counters to both the post office and shop, new
flooring, new fixtures and fittings, and improved
disabled access.

e Lindford would like some help to carry out a major
refit to their shop.

For more information about this
scheme please email:
francis.stokes@hants.gov.uk, the
Business Development Manager at
Hampshire County Council.

You can also find out more at
www.hants.gov.uk/business



Obituary

Charles Arnold-Baker OBE

Former Chief Executive of the National Association of Parish Councils and author of ‘Local Council Administration’

Charles Arnold-Baker was

born on June 25, 1918 in
Berlin as Wolfgang
Charles Werner von
Blumenthal.

Arnold-Baker had an early
link with Hampshire in that
he attended school at
Winchester College.
Graduating from Oxford,
and after active service he
served in MI6 during the
Second World War. The
Times reports that one of
his close colleagues was
Kim Philby, whom he
considered from the start
to be “very, very nasty.”

Becoming Secretary of
the National Association
of Parish Councils in
1953, he famously, in
1958, spoke at the AGM

of the Hampshire
Association of Parish
Councils. He remained at
the head of what is now
called, the National
Association of Local
Councils (NALC), until
1979.

Arnold-Baker was most
famous for his epic
published tome
‘Companion of British
History', but to those of us
in the parish sector we
remember him most for
Local Council
Administration, two
editions of which were
printed under its original
name, Parish
Administration. The 8t
edition of Local Council
Administration just coming
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into circulation is therefore
really the 10t

A tenuous link | shall
claim is that  am an
alumnus of City University
London, where
Arnold-Baker lectured in
law, architecture and arts
administration for many
years.

Charles Arnold-Baker,
despite being born a
Prussian was a true
eccentric English
gentleman. There is no
doubt in my mind that he
has had more influence
upon the shaping of our
sector than by any other
individual bar none.

My favorite quote of his is,
“the work of local councils

is obstructed by constant
changes in the law.” | am
sure this will find
continuing resonance with
many of you.

Until his death
Arnold-Baker maintained
a flat in the Inner Temple
London, where he nursed
his wife who survives him.
He died on June 6, 2009,
aged 90.

The Hampshire
Association of Local
Councils mourns the loss
of a legendary character
in local government. |
hope we can find an
appropriate way to
remember him.

Steven Lugg

CE Hampshire ALC
10 June 2009



Imagine if your council website looked as professional
as many commercial company websites but at a price
you could atford....

¥ la your council website looking tired and
boring?

¥ s the Information on your website out of
date and difficult to update?

¢ Does your website meet current
accessbiity legslation?

+ Do vou have to pay extra for updates to
your website content?
“

WAL IEE A TR L,

With the new LC-905 jocal council website application from e-mango, you can @aslly and affordably have & website that looks as
professional as any website that you have seen and you can instantly pubiish and edit the information

Wy Features

o Full user conten! menagement sysiem - Adverlising banners
[ 1N YOUr own witll pAges ard manage the Content |J||_'ILI:_1II'||']
all text imeges and Nash videos Nies. No need (o pay socmeons as well as local amenities and businesses [with [Full
extarmal statistical reportingl

Pane tempistes Full menu system and Search Facllity
Create speclal pages with a particular théme for actlivities, Vi s to your site will find Information easily and
gvents. special grobps etc or Tor ditferent types of content quickly in @ maximum of three cheks of tht molse of via
the search faciity

~ Quick Links to important information
. & Optional anline calendar

- Dynamic farms Lsed for booking thi vilkaoe hall of Sparting faciites ot
D'HIQT‘I create and publish onling forms ol information Capture

- Full website and e-mall hesting
Including palls and questionnalies

We can alzo hast your emall If you wish

r STOP PRESS:
e-rmango wolld ks o provics oy with an LE-805 desmorstration at onae of your reguls measatnges.
IF this = of intesraest peass contsct FHALC and aslc them to srrangs this with e-mango

Or for more information call us

01202 755300 E-mango

aonline husineses solutinns

or wvisit www.e-mango.com,/LEB05 ~
Ll
ecicress e4mango Ltd, Gid House, 72 MNorwch dvenus West, Bourmemouth, BHE BaW
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